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 Excerpt from Painting: Instruction Paper

Introductory. The first thing a man wishes to know when he contemplates painting a house, is the
cost. This will Obviously depend on the cost of labor, of materials, and the kind of materials chosen.

The outside of a house is painted, either in whole or in part; the interior may be painted or varnished.
Some houses have their walls partly covered with shingles; these shingles are sometimes painted,
and sometimes - in fact, Often~ - left unpainted; but what is called the trim that is, the boarding
about the eaves, windows, doors, the base-board, and corner-pieces - is painted. Shingles, either
wall or roof, are often stained with a creosote stain consisting of a coloring matter dissolved or
suspended in a liquid called creosote, which is applied for the purpose of preserving them; and

though instances can be cited in which wall shingles that were never stained are still doing good
service although believed to be now two hundred and fifty years Old, yet the use Of creosote will

undoubtedly prolong the life of modern, sawn shingles, as it is noxious to insect life and a powerful
deterrent Of natural decay. The color Of unpainted new shingles is generally disliked; but after four

or five years wall-shingles take on a beautiful, soft color. The question Of staining shingles is a
matter Of taste.

Most houses are exteriorly painted with paint based on white lead or zinc. Some idea of the cost may
perhaps be gained from the following considerations.

About the Publisher

Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com

This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing

imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority

of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
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